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The w-opioid receptors are target receptors for narcotic analgesics. Although there is critical variability on their
pharmacological effects between narcotic analgesics, only one u-opioid receptor (MOR-1) DNA has been cloned.
After the cloning of MOR-1 ¢cDNA, many exons have been identified in the MOR-1 gene. With many exons in their
gene, the MOR-1 has synthesized with a large number of splice variants. In the present review, the splice variants
of MOR-1 and the possible physiological functions for specific splice variants have been discussed.
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Fig. 1. Schematic of MOR-1 splicing in the mouse.
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