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Production of Proinflammatory Mediators from Astrocytes
by Candida albicans Mannan
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We made experiments to investigate the effect of Candida albicans mannan in the brain of mice with candidiasis

and obtained the following results. The intracerebral injection of mannan induced fatal event(s) in mice. The

mannan also stimulated the release of proinflammatory mediators, nitric oxide (NO), tumor necrosis factor-a
(TNF-a), interleukin-18 (IL-15), and interleukin-6 (IL-6), in the astrocytes. From these results, we speculate that
the mannan in the brain induces the fatal event(s) to mice via the potent production of the proinflammatory

mediators (NO, TNF-q, IL-15, and IL-6).
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Table 1. Lethal Activity of C. albicans Mannan by
Intracerebral Injection in Mice @

Mannan Mortality

(ug/30 uL) death/total %
0 0/5 0

0.03 0/5

3 0/5
300 2/5 20
900 4/5 80
1,500 5/5 100

2 Mice were injected intracerebrally with 30 uL of C. albicans
mannan solutions.

B 2335550138 AL 8 &L 2 LS
otz 105FR L7z A0 ENL, &
ARTALHESN v 900 ug BeG o~ Al
1 EERI LA 4 PL3BTE L 72 < >~ F > 1500 ug %5
~ 7 AL TR PAIAIZ 5 B 3L 72 ik
EMS, wrF Yy (300ug k) 1dw AR
B2 X > THIEEEEZ o 2 E SN - 7.

Fig. 1. Stimulation of nitrite production by mannan-
treatment of astrocytes. Astrocytes were treated with
mannan and LPS. After incubation for 24 h, the culture
supernatants were collected for nitrite determination
using Griess reagent.

Fig. 2. Stimulation of TNF-a (A), IL-18 (B), and IL-6 (C) productins by mannan-treatment of astrocytes. Astrocytes
were treated with mannan and LPS. After incubation for 24 h, the culture supernatants were collected and assayed for

TNF-q, IL-18 and IL-6.
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DRBO LNz, <V F YRI5 TS EER
T OEAIFAZEE (1~1,000 ug/mL) TEEK
FVEE RSN Do 288, S AUSIEEEARLETED 2
BEOEHETH W RENDH L. v~V T Uik
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UL 45 %R REICEEAS N (Fig 1 &
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LllirbnrEZOND.

DXy, By I FREIIBWT, BN THEAE L
72 C. albicans D38 L7~ F X, 7 A bat
A FMEIFLOLE LRSS 80 REEDE
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