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Development of the Method for Construction of
Benzoxazole Ring via o-Aminophenyl Formate
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A novel synthesis of naphtoh[2,1-d]oxazol-5-0l, a model compound for the benzoxazole moiety of marine natural
products nakijinols A and B, was achieved in five steps in 35% overall yield starting from commercially available
2-methoxy-1,4-naphthoquinone. The synthesis involved the following crucial steps: (i) reduction of an N-Boc-protected
2-amino-1,4-naphthoquione; (ii) protection of the resulting 2-aminohydronaphthoquinone as its diformate form; (i) a
simultaneous N-Boc-deprotection and cyclization of the resulting diformate to construct an oxazole ring.
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Fig. 1. Structures of nakijinol A (1), B (2), 5-hydroxybenzoxazole derivarive 3, and salviamine F (4)
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Fig. 2. A representative method for construction of benzoxazole ring

Scheme 1. Synthetic plan for 5-hydroxybenzoxazole derivarive 3 staring from 2-methoxy-1,4-naphthoquinone (8)
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Scheme 2. Attempts at the synthesis of 5-hydroxybenzoxazole derivative 3 via reduction of 2-amino-1,4-naphthoquinone (10)
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Scheme 3. Revised synthetic plan for 5-hydroxybenzoxazole derivarive 3
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N—HNTHbEEZLN. Thbb, 273 /-
14-F7 %7~ (10) OBEITCIGIZ & ) EKT 5
EEZONALTI/ Ve REX ) VTIEE2MT 3
P LOBEBFHEICLI DV Fak ) YEOE
TEEPBD TEL, TO0D, HHIZEREL
P CLEoEE2LNT. EoT, ¥/ U
FoOBFEEO LAEZTHIL, 2oTe FoXx )
I A PRRE LR A B e A T &
VFE L7 (Scheme 3). T74bb, ¥/ VEOE
TG E NBoc-7 2/ F /7 QIR LTATH 2 &
TBocEDOBETREINEICLY F ) YV LOBEBTEE
MPMET L, 2RI zIflTcEr b0 EMELL.
X5z, ELve FaFf ) 13 0 2 DDk
* FWET AT IViEEAR12 & L CIR#ET 52 & T,

i X OHLEE - FRBIEDES IR D EEZ R T
FEET A T IVIFHER 12 O N-Boc #:D & % 3E R 12
PRS2 2 LS T&EIUE, 4V MR IV
DA IVEZIVRFIZN T 2T I/ FEORBIE)
HEATL, BBIRANI 727 — Vv odk, & KK
JRCE DN F X VEEHEETELILD
EEZ7

FFIILDIZ, NBoc-7 I/ %/ Y 9DEILK
B2 DOWTHGRES 247> 72 (9 = 13, Table 1). <
OO T R EROMER, THELZEBY, &
TSI Lo THE L7 NBoe-7 3/ Yk ¥/
YA REBICAR LTI Ve Rax )y 7 L)
b 2RI NIV LEDTH B Z LI L
7o F72, A3 EEBETH) DI EETH o 72
7o, BT 52 L d FMIATIVFERE L
CHEE - By 2L/ BICHE L THEY
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Table 1. Synthesis of diformate 12

entry conditions

yield (%)

9 12
1 Na,S;0s, CHsCN/H,0, rt, 0.5 h 2 88 (2 steps)
2 NaBH,, THF/H,0, rt, 05 h 92 -
3 H, (1 atm), 10% Pd/C, MeOH, rt, 05 h 91 -
4 7Zn, AcOH, rh, 05 h 5 88 (2 steps)

Scheme 4. Synthesis of 5-hydroxybenzoxazole derivative 3

FF VBT M) T ARER S 2%, kBRKES
MUY AHAET, YR & HEKEERE A S L 2R
EWMEARY Y 2EHSE/E2AH, FBIT ATV
FEAR A2 ZEHIEE (88%) THRAZ LTI L 72
(entry 1). AKFEfbAw#HEF b1 724 (NaBHy) X
FmEo (Hy, 10% Pd/C) = HW725&48:TIE, N-
Boc-7 X/ ¥/ v QOEITCILHK T #, HAERY
DIATMEEIToTNENET 212 %2185 2 &
I TEF, NBoc-73I/ %/ 9%l T50DA
ToH o7 (entries 2, 3). E LI ZIT-728 2
5, WEMEAEE S, SEES T AV CETKE
iTo721%, TATIWILEIT) T & T, entry 1 &A
SO (88%) THXIRLATIViIFEAK12 2155
ZEMWTES.
Bonz12126 L, Z 79 ks EIZF N
I—7)VEkfk (BF-OEt,) *#f{Ef&E7-L25, W
BEOIE (69%) HARLELNRY U F £ —
V14 2155 2 L I2EI L7z (Scheme 4). 202
CIETHELAEBY, NBoc ZEOBREICL Y AEL

2T INNOT I D, NV MBI VED
HIWVRZNVRFZEZREL TERRAI T LY -V E
AR L, B BARRIBIZ L ) Ryt Xy — v
Ba527200EZTWES. &EIL, XIS
FH =14 DR I NVEE T IVH ) IK
L, BT A2FFY ) — VEHOE S AT
BNV F X — VEFER 3 DA R ER L7

4

4. #
SEREALESNR Y XY — VRS
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HHrFTFT/—NVA (1) BEUFFT /- VB
(2) \ZH 7= EE G DY — P& LCiER &
NTWw5, ARFExE, 18X 0°2 0 E
THEETHLLERELS N R VT Y —
VHEBRIDETNVEREITo72. T bbb, N
Boc-7 X /% QIR LTC, HYF4 BT b
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wicl, L7 NBoc-73 /e Fufx /13 %
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FEET AT IVFHEMK12 L LTHREL. RWT,
FEET AT VFHEEERA2 10 L TET7 bR EY
IF VL =TIV EZERHS® 52 &£ T, N-Boc
FEOWLIRGE & FFEICBRLBOUL S — 2 2 H#EAT T 5 2
EREWEL, Ry F -V 14xHB52 8
W L7z, RS, Ry FH Y — )L 14 Ok
WVINEZHREL, XY = VEOERGEEIC
MBI 55 FOF N F 54— ViFEk 3
DEREER L. COXIZ0-TI /) T2/ —
VOFRIZAT )V hlEE L THWZNY U F
FH = VEOEEIT I N E TITHREFIA .
F 7o, REBEE, ALFEWICALERY e Fa ¥
I VEHEAEREE L THWAEATYH, ¥HBT
ATNViHEBEE L TRELZD DL FH YV — )L
BRESEOFERMAK L LTHWA I ENTRETH 5 72
W, TRV NVHEEIZILOETLHELERELE
NIz F 59— VEBEZ &G RRY OIS
FHZFRIIRDIDEEZ TS,

X B 0o %

H A A<~ 27 )L (NMR) &, JEOL
AL-400 (400 MHz) ZfM L, 7 ook L
(726 ppm) = WNEEHEL LCHE L. K7
WOBEIRY — 1%, KD K HIZHET. Singlet=s,
doublet=d, triplet=t, quartet=q, multiplet=m,
broad=br. BC &I A7 ML (NMR) (&,
JEOL AL-400 (100 MHz) %L, w7 ouakiv
2 (7705 ppm) %= WNFEE#E L L CllE L7z, RoE
N A~ 2tV (IR) 1E, JASCO FT/IR4100 2
LT Lz, HEo AT by (MS) &,
JEOL JMS-DX 303/JMA-DA 5000 SYSTEM high
resolution mass spectrometer (= X U Hl%E L 72, Fl
FIZ YANACO MP-J3#FHWCTHllEL 7. 72,
MaldeETkMIETH L. EHEIO NI T
74— (TLC) 1%, Merck Kieselgel 60F, plate %
A7z ALEWOTEREICBIT LU vy
o< b77 74 —I2E, BEALET ) 7V 60N
(spherical, neutral, 40-50 yum), FAMA b2 57V
60N (irregular, neutral, 63-200 um) % fE/H L 7-.
Thovrrurysy, Yyruuxyry, XAy )-—
VBLOT7E b= bYLiE, ADEMIEL DEEA L
7T hoerkur gy (BEK ZEHANE) &,
Yruuxyy (@EAK), 25— (BiK),
TEhb=PMUN GBEAK) 2E0F FMHH L.

HILIURNTT T4 =28 HHERET TV,
ANFH Y o rsoakRiih, BIXUORAY - )T,
by, M b X VBALZ 2R L7,
ZFOMAEL L OEEIL, BALLZD %KM
FEIZHEZEDFE T L 72,

tert-Butyl 1,4-dioxo-1,4-dihydronaphthalen-2-
ylcarbamate (9)

7N T ERHAT, 2-Methoxy-1,4-naphthoquinone
(8) (482 mg, 26 mmol) VKT TSI Fa 75~
(25 mL) ¥, B IVNI VR tert 7 F v (150
g, 12 mmol) BLIUHYV A 7 FFTF (345
mg, 3.1 mmol) ZWNZ 7214, ZimT 10 ML
72 BOSREWIZ SRt > €= 7 4 (10 mL)
Nz, Befk—7 )V (3x10 mL) THiM L, fufl
BIEKCTUE, EOKEIR T ) 7 A THRE, &
WARELL. BonlEkEWE ) hrvsn
Y ST T4 = (ANFH Y BRI FL=5:1)
THEE L, 9 (578 mg, 83%) ZHifuifsh & L T
2. WATHA BT V/ANFH ) 2175
AR Y- §EN TRIN TR A
9: M.p. 179-180C. '"H NMR (400 Hz, CDCl;) 4:
154 (9H, s), 748 (1H, s), 7.68-7.80 (2H, m), 8.10
ppm (2H, d, J=7.8 Hz). 3C NMR (100 Hz, CDCls)
6:281 (3C), 826, 114.9, 126.3, 126.6, 130.1, 132.3,
1330, 134.8, 141.1, 151.2, 180.8, 184.7 ppm. IR (KBr):
3380, 2973, 1732, 1672, 1645, 1622, 1591, 1508, 1458
1395, 1366, 1339, 1303, 1223, 1197, 1151, 1122, 967
886, 788, 768, 725, 670, 634 cm 1. HR-MS (EI): m/z:
caled for CisH;sNO,: 273.1001, found 273.1005 [M*].

2-Aminonaphthalene-1,4-dione (10)

NBoc-7 /%79 (289 mg, 1.1 mmol) % b
) 7V afEfR (TFA) (11 mL) (2R SE, %
T 1 RERIEEE L7z JONMREEY % 0C Iom i,
SRR~ ) 7 2aKER (130 mL) ZHN,
FEfE =7 )L (3x100 mL) THit L, fafi&ifikc
Vet MOKBRERF M) v o THAERR, VAR 3
L7z, BonB&E8WmEs> ) hrvhssrsax
NS T4 — (NFY Y EERTIFV=1:1) T
ML, 10 (158 mg, 86%) MK L L T
720 RWTHAES (R FV/AFH ) 2175
VARRPoRY i Nk RN T R v

10: M.p. 205—206C. 'H NMR (400 Hz, CDsOD) 6
590 (1H,s),767 (1H, td, J=76,15 Hz), 776 (1H,
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td, J=76,15Hz), 799 (1H, dd, J=78, 1.0 Hz), 802
ppm (1H, dd, J=7.8, 1.0 Hz). 3C NMR (100 Hz,
CDsOD) 6:103.3, 126.7, 127.1, 132.1, 133.3, 134.9,
135.6, 1525, 183.0, 1855 ppm. IR (KBr): 3385, 3318,
3288, 3244, 1685, 1616, 1566, 1364, 1272, 1126, 986,
831, 778, 725 cm~!. HR-MS (EI): m/z: calcd for
C1oH;NOy: 173.0477, found 173.0473 [M*].

2-[ (tert-Butoxycarbonyl) aminolnaphthalene-1,4-
diyl diformate (12)

N-Boc-7 2 /% 9 (574 mg, 021 mmol) ®
FEle (4 mL) W% BiA L 7%, #iéh (110 mg,
1.7 mmol) %Mz, ZiwT 05 KL 2. S
RAEWICHERE = F )V (10 mL) ZINzZ &R L 7=,
fafRERAKZEF Y a GmL) 2Nz, FEEET
FV (3x5mL) THiH L7z, $lii % fafi&iiK
T, HEAKIGEE S D) 7 A THERR, BT H
FL, Yeruxs 13 %157 55 MR
WAB IS 5 Z L% <, ROFUBIZH V.

e FaF® ) 31k L, EmREKY [F

% (086 mL, 21 mmol) # X OEKEERE (1.6 mL, 17
mmol) % 60T T 2 k#4252 & THFE L 7]
BLOEEEAKFEF MY 74 (79 mg, 094 mmol) %
Mz, ZmT2ReMMIE L. SREM T = —7
Vv (30mL) AWML, K 3x5mL), FFIAIHKT
Yei, MEKREE S DUy A CHAERES, AR L
2. BONTEEME VATV T A suY NS
774 — (NFHYOEERIFV=4:1—>3:1)
THH L, 12 (61 mg 88%) *HBTENLT 7 AL
L7z, W THES @R F L/ AT )
iTolz b A, HEHERIRE R 7.
12: M.p. 128 —132C. 'H NMR (400 Hz, CDCl;) 4
154 (9H, s), 6.74 (1H, s), 747-752 (1H, m), 7.55-
760 (1H, m), 770 (1H,d, J=829 Hz), 791 (1H, d,
J=83 Hz), 824 (1H, s), 848 (1H, s), 850 ppm
(1H, s). 3C NMR (100 Hz, CDCl;) ¢: 282 (3C),
819, 111.9, 1206, 121.7, 1234, 1259, 127.3, 1279, 1282,
1309, 144.4, 152.2, 1589, 159.0 ppm. IR (KBr): 3350,
2979, 1742, 1643, 1608, 2584, 1525, 1503, 1455, 1428,
1368, 1259, 1233, 1152, 1114, 1030, 950, 882, 835, 755
cm~l. HR-MS (EI): m/z: caled for Ci7H17NOg:
331.1056, found 331.1055 [M*].

Naphtho[2,1-d] oxazol-5-yl formate (14)
FEE T 27 ViEEMA 12 (105 mg, 0.31 mmol) @

Yruuxyry (6ml) HIRIC-10CT=7 vt
RAUHEVIF VI —F VML (BF;-Et,0) (116 mL,
0.95 mmol) =hNZ, FmT7EEEELZ. Ko
RAWZSaREALT ' = 2k (10 mL) %
Mz, YZrzuouxsy (3x10 mL) CTHiLL, f
gtk (10 mL) THE, MoK ) 7 AT
WORRTR, WA EE L. BOnEEWmE LY
HIEN AR NTTT 40— (NFH 2o EERET T
V=2:1) THHEL, 14 (466 mg 69%) %IKEAS
KeELTHRZ ROTHAS (FERRTF L/~ F
V) Bitolzl A, AfEHIREERS T

14; M.p. 115—-118C. 'H NMR (400 Hz, CDCl;) §:
764 (1H,t, J=78Hz), 771 (1H,s),772 (1H,t, J=
78 Hz), 806 (1H, d, /=83 Hz), 827 (1H, s), 829
(1H,d, J=83 Hz), 856 ppm (1H,s).3C NMR (100
Hz CDCl;) ¢:111.1, 120.6, 120.7, 1225, 125.0, 126.8,
1280, 135.6, 1434, 1444, 1524, 159.3 ppm. IR (KBr):
3135, 1759, 1592, 1500, 1451, 1374, 1274, 1257, 1174,
1160, 1116, 1093, 1075, 1052, 921, 872, 853, 762, 716,
622 cm~t. HR-MS (EI): m/z: caled for C2H;NOs:
213.0426, found 213.0417 [M~].

Naphtho[2,1-d]oxazol-5-0l (3)

N FFH =)V 14 (354 mg, 017 mmol) @
A% 7 —)v (33 mL) WIS, mEEH ) 7L (459
mg, 0.33 mmol) Z Mz, =i T 150 ML 7.
PUSIREWIZIEALT v 2= A% Nz, Wltkdsh
MWl - EMER L 72, BEBETF )V (3%5
mL) THiE L, fflfiEK (5 ml) T, MK
TRl N ) o A THRR, WEEEREL L 55
NZEEME ) rvrua< b7 574 — (A
FH v BRI L=2:1) TH®EL, 3 (30.3
mg, 99%) ZEFEH KL L THRZ. R THEMGMS
(FEFRR = F IV /NFH V) RiTo72L 2 Ah, HEMD
EIRIN STt R S A
3: Mp. 182—-184C. 'H NMR (400 Hz, CD;OD) §:
708 (1H, s), 751-75 (1H, m), 7.62-7.66 (1H, m),
812 (1H,d, J=83 Hz),834 (1H,d, J=88 Hz), 848
ppm (1H, s). BC NMR (100 Hz, CD;0D) &: 99.6,
120.6, 121.8, 124.8, 1255, 126.0, 128.6, 137.3, 141.2,
1530, 154.1 ppm. IR (KBr): 3120, 1588, 1505, 1449,
1423, 1354, 1325, 1266, 1179, 1108, 1076, 823, 755
cm~'. HR-MS (EI): m/z: caled for C;;H;NO,:
185.0477, found 185.0474 [M*].
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