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Receptor binding properties and antinociceptive activities of chimeric peptides linked by
spacers were investigated. The peptides consisted of the p-opioid receptor ligand
dermorphin (Tyr-p-Ala-Phe-Gly-Tyr-Pro-Ser-NH,) or its analog YRFB (Tyr-n-Arg-Phe-
BAla-NH,) linked to the ORL-1 receptor ligand Ac-Arg-Tyr-Tyr-Arg-Ile-Lys-NH, (Ac-
RYYRIK-NH,). All chimeric peptides were found to possess high receptor binding affinities
for both p-opioid and ORL-1 receptors in mouse brain membranes. -In particular, chimeric
peptide 2, which consists of dermorphin and Ac-RYYRIK-NH, connected by a long spacer,
Qad high binding affinities toward both receptors. In the tail-flick test following
intracerebroventricular (i.c.v.) administration of chimeric peptides containing the YRFB
sequence (3 and 4) unexpectedly showed much less potent antinociceptive activity (EDs,
>100 pmole/mouse). These results suggest the involvement of nociceptin-like effects of the
Ac-RYYRIK pharmacophore in the peptides, and the regulation of g-opioid receptor-
mediated antinociception in brain. The present chimeric peptides (2, 3 and 4) may be
useful as pharmacological tools for studies on wu-opioid receptor/ORL-1 receptor

heterodimers.

Key words — chimeric peptide; p-opioid receptor ; ORL1 receptor ; receptor binding
property; tail-flick test

Nociceptin/orphanin FQ (Phe-Gly-Gly-Phe-Thr-
Gly-Ala-Arg-Lys-Ser-Ala-Arg-Lys-Leu-Ala-Asn-Gln,
NOC) % opioid receptor-like 1 (ORL-1) ZZ&KD
WY & FTH 512, NOCIZX A ORL-15%
FAEOFEMEALIZ, BHICBWTEBAE CHERBRR
2L, & E TI3ERBH R H opioid SEF RN R
=RL, BRITBEDVERT, RLEFE, INLRY
SR EREE LT X33,

B NOC & [FIF2EE D ORL-1 S BMMEE & D
acetyl-Arg-Tyr-Tyr-Arg-Tle-Lys-NH, (Ac-RYYRIK-NH,)

EEUCHEDOANF YT T NPT FF4TF
J—HEMIZ Lo TRHENTWE D, ZhbAF
HTF FiE, [PSIGTPy SHA = forskolin (2 & %
FREA c-AMP B8 IMERNIXE LT, #€partial
agonist & % i3 antagonist & L CTHEEET 5 Z &Y
WEINTWVBE U, Flwy 2A0ERBE* B
7z in vitro AW IEMEFRER Cld antagonist & L TIEH
THZEPTRESNTNREY, fEoTINLDONR
7"F i morphine (2fX.3% & 1L % opioid & 1387 5
VERBERT & b O HERED Y — MELEWIZk 5
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L5 2 opioid agonist DFFDAEIRIFHE D —E & H -
TWAZ EDHER SN 58, Pan b1t y-opioid 5
BRE ORL-1 B/ BEVHICEEL TWEH I L
HRAL, ZOBGROZEFBMESENETN
DEZEEBEHTOZERBAME L RL L Z L ZH
LI L7-9,

INHDZ b, FEDIT p-opiold XEME L
ORL-1 RO 5 % 2833 5 Ml DL &H
X, BREOEM, AMEEO EA R EREI Y
WHEMED D B L& 2, BIER T p-opioild TR 7
~ F® dermorphin (Tyr-p-Ala-Phe-Gly-Tyr-Pro-Ser-
NH,)20 ¥ 7213, YRFB (Tyr-p-Arg-Phe- fAla-NH,)2V
& ORL-1Z24K") &'~ N Ac-RYYRIK-NH, % i L
7oATEEOX X 77 F N (Fig. 1) # A L7,
INHEFATRTF RIE, T v MO y-opioid 52
Ak & HEK-293 #ifa (253 & ¥ 72 ORL-1 754K
WAL CEHWHNMSZ O L AL IZ L2,

AEFZETIE, ZNHDF X TS F FOEFHIE
%~ X tail flick % FHWTHRET L, ¥~ 7 A
+7 YV — LSBT p-opioid FEEE L O
ORL-1 SRR T3 5 BAIME L DB EAT o 72,

YAFGYPS_l

Analog 1 Ac-RYYRIK-K-NH,
YAFGYPS-GG

Analog 2 ]

Ac-RYYRIK-GGG-K-NH,
" YRFB—

Analog 3 Ac-RYYRIK-K-NH,
YREFB-GGGG

Analog 4

Ac-RYYRIK-GGG-K-NH,

Fig. 1. Synthetic chimeric peptides. Italic letters (4, R)
represent the p-isoform.

KRB LUFE

1. XTFK

TRTCOF A TS F FE—fH 7% Fmoc [E
MERIEIL L > TER LA, 745 Fmoc-
Lys (Alloc)-NH SAL#HE & b &Rz fga L, Lys
DN ORL-1 ZFEMFIIH 57 7 —< 3
7 47 (Ac-RYYRIK-#B) %#%5E L, tetrakis
(triphenylphosphine) palladium (0) 2 & 9 i Alloc
1b#%, NI y-opioid Z BRI T2 77—~
a7 47 (dermorphin & % I YRFBHR) %5
L7,

2. fEREW

25 —30g D ddY RMEVE~ 7 A (1EESIE) v 7z,
<7 ATHHRE 1285 A4 2V, HiR22+05CH
—EBIET, EEEE, AKEKE HERERS /.
7B, EEREWORLD T I ZEAGER R E
Efest oo X EE L 7.

3. ZBREFEEHR
< AN E 10 A EDKE 0.25 M ¥ 3 8E/10
mM Tris-HCL#BE# (pH7.4) HCHREI R — b L,
4C, 1,000xg, 107EEGHRELZ. /FoNL
iEE & 5124C, 10,000xg, 1545 E BEL,
ALy MIBREAED S0 mM Tris-HCUEE R % 0
ZTCRB LT, Bilx 15 SEZRRTA v Fanx
—3arntk, 4T, 10,000xg, 15 7M. 070HE
ATV 7 bV — AESE L7z, Bradford %2
W& N EERRD, 2 mg/mLOREICH
B®L7.
< AT 7 bV — A5 (600 1 g protein),
ERARTF K (50 pL), 7OF7—EA Ly —
(50 g bacitracin, 5 p g bestatin, 20 ;g soybean
trypsin inhibitor % & ¢» 5% BSA/ Tris-HCl #RE T,
50 L), 2 nM [H] DAMGO ([*H] [p-Ala?, MePhe?,
Gly-ol5] enkephalin, 59.0 Ci/mmol, Amersham) *
72131 nM [3H] NOC (23 Ci/mmol, Amersham) %
& {48500 1L D Tris-HCLiEE W (pH 7.4) %
25°CT60 DA v Fax—Tarlrz JEER
RS 1 x MO DAMGO % 7213 NOCHE7E Tl
EL. A vFan—2a VTR, ZOREERE
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450 L% & 572> L& 0.1 % polyethyleneimine &
B L TBW/zWhatman GF/BAT T AT 4 V¥ —T
Bl ABLTz. ZOHRATAT AV —%KEL
724 mL® 50 mM Tris-HCl £ & & T 2 [El{% % L B/F
DHEL 7R, NATIVHICE L3 LD Y )TV
VIZEMA, Tl —MilER, Bk
¥FL—varhy ¥y — (Beckman 6500LS)
THREHEE L HIE L7z, #NEFNOEHRRTF K
DZBFMENOREETRIL PH] B 7Y FoiEE
%50 % FHET i (IC,) T/RL7Z.

4, SEREEMEEER

FEEEEE~ Y AERERICRTF PS5 L
tail flick % FHVVEIE L 72, BIZEAHRS (cv.)
{3 Haley & McComick & D 5{E2 IZHE L, 50 x LN
INVbhrvA4za) rYVRHA, TRTOER
%5 u L5 L7z, B p-opioid ) &~ K& ORL-1
) Ay FORERSE, AHEDY A FiREE
7z, BE <~ AREICEE L, £0RlE
5 O EEEEES & e L7z, RIBOEE IS RLE O
< ADEREERED2 ~ 3T B L) ICEEE L
7z, HRRIEE 7 /MRS T 5 7o O i KRG X
8z L7z, $EMmIETEIX, MPE% (percentage of
maximurm possible effect) TR, MPE% 13T 0
K12 L o TRD72. MPE® = | (test latency)- (base-
line latency) } /{ (cut-off time) - (base-line latency) | X
100.

5. st

SERIETEIL 1BESILE L, BB A3 ERIE3
OATVy, P EERERAE TR L., SREEAR
BOFBEET-TLEESTHEIHNT (ANOVA) Dk
Tukey-Kramer test iV 72, EDy, & 95% {EFEX [H 1%
Graph Pad Prism (Graph Pad Software, var.4) O3
IR 2 FlV Tk 72,

# xR

1. SREFM

ATEDF AT RTF KD y-opioid THEB L O
ORL-1 A BME L S BT F N & 412 Table 1
\Z/R9.  p-opioid ) & ¥ K T&H % dermorphin &
YRFB D IC,, i, #12110.29 £ 067 nM & 7R L,
BV u - AEAEE A L7z, S g-opioid U
7 R @ ORL-1 Z BB IR D THD o 7.
—7J50RL-1 ) %> F® Ac-RYYRIK-NH, {3 ICy, fEC
0.64 nM & E\VORL-1 =B/ MFHEMELZH L, p-
opioid A I T - /2. Dermorphin &
Ac-RYYRIK-% Lys BZE THE L7721 R RV AR~
H—D21%, dermorphin IZPLET 5 y-opioid FF
MEA LTz (1: 049 nM, 2: 0.16 nM). xJHE
M2, YRFB % &t 3 & 413 p- /AR BAEL A
BIET L, ThH4FOXF AT XTF Fid
Ac-RYYRIK-NH, (ZJC#§ % ORL-1 AR %
HL Tz (IC: 048 — 2.12nM).

Table 1. u-Opioid and ORLI receptor binding affinities in mouse brain membranes

Peptide 1G5 ()
[*H] DAMGO () [*H]NOC (ORL1)

dermorphin 0.29 £0.04 10000<

YRFB 0.67 £0.20 10000<
Ac-RYYRIK-NH, 10000< 0.64 =0.25
1 0.49 £ 0.24 2.12 +0.30
2 0.16 £ 0.07 0.48 =0.21
3 4,57 £ 0.69* 0.67+0.48
4 3.14£0.16* 0.59 +0.28

Each value represents the mean == S.E.M of at least three separate expriments. The statistical significance of
differences between groups was determined by Tukey-Kramer test. * p<0.05 vs. YRFB
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2. fRREEM

FRAFGRTF FOBEFIEMZ ~ 7 A tail flick
2 & DR L7z, EDyfE% Table 212, FEKICH
MEFig 2R L7, ARG TFCTIRORL-1 )Y K
T& % Ac-RYYRIK-NH, D 817 5- 100 pmol/mouse
PUF CIISERmE I ME5 THh o /2. —7J7 u-opioid
VA RT3 5 dermorphin 8 £ O'YRFB IZ # 1 #&
NED, fE & L T6.54, 2.24 pmol/mouse %7~ L,
MR R EERIEEE A LTz, ZMid Sakurada

100

50

%MPE

LOFE?) LIZIFFELRERTHS. SHIC
dermorphin B & T°YRFB & Ac-RYYRIK-NH, ® [F]
BFEHRS TIE, dermorphin 3 L (NYRFB % HijH
G LA LR, ERRIRIEEN TN T0 %
EHIB0 % IZIEG L7z, RTF R e 2132
5.55, 14.23 pmol/mouse DED  fE% 7/~ L, B
VIR A LT, F-20RRIIEE
ARy 72 072, LA L, u-opioid BEFIMEDE
21TV EEIEEE R LTz, $4abb

—4— dermorphin

dermorphin
+ Ac-RYYRIK-NH,

—>¢ Ac-RYYRIK-NH,
9 1
—-A 2

] 1

0 1 L
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Fig. 2. Dose response curves of chimeric peptides after i.c.v. administration in the tail-flick test. Each point

represents the mean determined with eight mice.
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Table 2. Antinociceptive activities of chimeric peptides in the tail-flick test after i.c.v. administration in mice®
/s

Peptide ED, (pmole)
dermorphin 6.54 ( 5.23- 8.42)
dermorphin + Ac-RYYRIK-NH,? 834 ( 6.44- 10.79)
YRFB 2.24 (212- 2.38)
YRFB + Ac-RYYRIK-NH,? 459 (329- 6.40)
Ac-RYYRIK-NH, 100<
1 555 (1 427- 7.23)
2 14.23 ( 9.65- 20.97)
3 100<
4 100<

a) Each value represent the mean (95% confidence limits) of 8 mice/group.
b) The same amount of both peptides was simultaneously injected.

w-opioid FFNE DKV 1 13 dermorphin B 5- &
FIFEEOEREMFEEZ /R L, 213 dermorphin Bk
5050 %, Ac-RYYRIK-NH, [FIEF#Z 5 D% 70 %
WAET L7z, Zhicxt L, 3 & 4nEERIRILE
<, Fig. 2I1TRT & 912, BAENTIIHEKRE
1T & 5 05E 2R T H SR A 5
M3, 100 pmol/moues %5 THJ45 WMPE (2 & &
Fol, Thbb3bald, TNEFRD Y H Y
FEMIE GO 150 LT,  Ac-RYYRIK-NH, O [A]FF
Be5EE D 120 LUF I iE5 L7z,

Z £

FICEE S p-opioid ZHRER) HV Fo
dermorphin & % V3 YRFB & ORL-1 224K 4 >
N Ac-RYYRIK-NH, 2> 5.5 F X X T7F N1 —4
BT MY F 7NV — LHE45 (p-opioid 52 BAE)
&t b ORL-1 A AFHEFMIBEERIIF LT, &
WEAIMERT I EEHREL TWDE R, AT
DIIAWYF T DY —LBFICBNTE, u-
opioid & ORL-1 W BARIZx} L THVWERAELE
LTWiz, FATXRTF FOPETYH, dermorphin
& Ac-RYYRIK-NH, DBECHI% Lys & 4 I Gly

R LIEEANR—T -2 FD21E, AR
BRI A D Z & 205 y-opioid & ORL-15%
BT F B TE LN L) H Y FTH
B Z DTN E NI,

INHRTF FDicv 5B OERAEL -
opioid A MBI & AZLT LD —F Lo 7.
AR, BHIZ B\ TNOC I p-opioid XA E A L
TR LEBEMLHET 5 2 L0 CIES
NTWE T ERPGe028) 0 3 25T F FD Ac-
RYYRIK-7 7 —~ 2 7 4 7 idantagonist & L T &
D b agonist & L TOREF BN EEZOLND.
B TlE, ORL-1& p-opioid ZZ&KAR U4 4
MLTWAEZ EMHE?R SNTBED, 4EEK
L72F AT R_RTF FiE, BiZB T y-opioid 7
e L TR 2EBIEAZ B SEL 2
5, INLDZEARIZI2ODT 7 —<AT 4+ T %
AL CHEBRICEAEL TV AR EZONS.
dermorphin % y-opioid )7 Y R77—<2a 74T &
LTHDFEATGNTF NIE, 2007 7—%3T7 %
T2 L) L REAR—Y—2FAT L&
WX D EERI R OB &R E NG, 213F
DENWIBEBIREELEZ 2 E5bE 5 L, invivoT
b p-opioid B & ORL-1 ZBHM HIZHEETE 5
LZN=H WY H Y R THLUREMENEZ b,

—7, YRFB % p-opioid 77 —~2 74+ 7 & LT
BOFRATRTF N3, 412IFAR—H— 2L 5B
BiEEIRON o7, L2, EHAEAITO
SEREEIIHERTEESA SN, y-opioid %%
RIZXT$ 5 partial agonist & L CEHT 5 Z & AR
I, TNHORFEIXdermorphinad 7 7 —<
TT7HTELTHRHOIBLU2OERLEL), #
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w&IZ, p-opioid 24 & ORL-1 AL T
EFEFLT5E, FoEEIHEHEERL, 5%
TRIEBITIENTR Z B 2 L DB S N TV 5 2080,
AWFFETHF X T RTFRDH B, $i2 21 in vitro
Tbin vivo T p-opioid &k & ORL-1 724K
HIAEBETELFATRTF R THH I LHRE
SNz, EHFETIE—2 DT p-opioid B L T
ORL-1 ZARICFRFICHE S L T A ITREME L, 2
DOZRBICFNEFNT DT 7—<a7 5 T7H
BELTVWAHREELD Y, HEOL Z A%
SRS OWTIEHSL T, L
PLIHRZERZ DI NS DOF X 5T F NI,
in vivo T p-opioid Z &, ORL-1ZZARDIEH
Y, EHFNHEERHORBEICEREEZD
na.

REFERENCES

1) Meunier J. C., Mollereau C., Toll L., Suaudeau C.,
Moisand C., Alvinerie P., Butour J. L., Guillemotu J. C.,
Ferrarau P., Monsarrat B., Masarguil H., Vassart G.,
Parmentier M., Costentin J., Nature, 377, 532-635
(1995)

2) Reimsheid R. K., Nothacker H. P., Bourson A., Ardati
A., Hennigsen R. A., Bunzow JR., Grandy D. K., Langen
H., Monsma F. J., Jr., Civelli O., Scienice, 270, 792-798
(1995)

3) Meunier J. C., Bur. J. Pharmacol., 340, 1-15 (1997)

4) Calo’G., Guerrini R., Rizzi A., Salvadori S., Regoli D.,
Br. J. Pharmacol., 229, 1261-1283 (2000)

5) Mogil J. S., Pasternak G. W., Pharmacol. Rev., 53, 381-
415 (2001)

6) Henderson G., Macknight A. T., Trends. Pharmacol.
Sci., 18,293-300 (1997)

7) Rossi G., Leventhal L., Bolan E. A., Pasternak G. W., J.
Pharmacol. Exp. Ther., 282, 858-865 (1997)

8) Tian J. H., Xu W., Fang Y., Mogil J. S., Grisel J. E.,
Grandy D. K., Sheng J. H., Br. J. Pharmacol., 120,
676-680 (1997)

9) King M., Chang A., Pasternak G.W., Biochem.
Pharmacol., 55, 1537-1540 (1998)

10) Kolesnikov Y. A., Pasternak G. W., Life Sci., 64, 2021-
2028 (1999)

11) Calo G., Rizzi A., Marzola G., Guerrini R., Salvadori S.,
Beani L., Regoli D., Bianchi C., Br. J. Pharmacol.,
125, 373-378 (1998)

12) Inoue M., Shimohira I., Yoshida A., Takeshima H.,
Sakurada T., Ueda H., J. Pharmacol. Exp. Ther.,
291,308-313 (1999)

13) Dooley C. T., Spaeth C. G., Berzetei-Gurske 1. P.,
Craymer K., Adapa I. D., Brandt S. R., Houghten R.
A., Toll L., J. Pharmacol. Exp. Ther., 283, 735-741
(1997)

14) Berger H., Albrecht E., Wallukat G., Bienert M., Br. J.
Pharmacol., 126, 555-558 (1999)

15) Berger H., Bigoni R., Albrecht E., Richter R. M.,
Krause E., Bienert M., Calo G., Peptides, 21, 1131-
1139 (2000)

16) Calo G., Bigoni R., Rizzi A., Guerrini R., Salvadori S.,
Regoli D., Peptides, 21, 935-947. (2000)

17) Rios C. D., Jordan B. A., Gomes I., Devi L. A.,
Pharmaco. Thera., 92, 71-87 (2001)

18) Jordan B. A, Cvejic S.,
Neuropsycopharmacol., 23, S5-S18 (2000)

19) Pan Y. X., Bolan E., Pastrnak G. W., Biochem.
Biophys. Res. Commun., 297, 659-663 (2002)

20) Broccardo M., Erspamer V., Erspamer G. F., Improta,
G., Linari G., Melchiorri P., Motencucchi P. C., Br. J.
Pharmacol., 73, 625-631 (1981)

21) Sasaki Y., Ambo A., Suzuki K., Chem. Pharm. Bull.,
39, 2316-2318 (1991)

22) Kawano S., Ambo A., Sasaki Y., Bioorg. Med. Chem.
Lett., 16, 4839-4841 (2006)

23) Bradford M. M., Anal. Biochem., 248,54 (1976)

24) Haley T. J., McComick W. G., Br. J. Pharmacol., 12,
12-15 (1957)

25) Sakurada S., Takeda S., Sato T., Hayashi T., Yuki M.,
Kutsuwa M., Tan-No K., Sakurada C., Kisara K.,
Sakurada T., Eur. J. Pharmacol., 395, 107-112
(2000)

26) Sakurada S., Watanabe H., Sakurada T., Kisara K.,
Sasaki Y., Suzuki K., Eur. J. Pharmacol., 211, 75-80
(1992)

Devi L. A,



p A EAA FEFERT TZA P EORLIZRBART ¥ 5 TZA MPOEAF AT RTF FOSERFMME L EHEE 91

27) Wang Y. Q., Zhu C. B., Wu G. C., Cao X. D., Wang Y., 1285- 1294 (2005)
Cui D. F., Brain. Res., 835,241-246 (1999) 31) King M., Chang A., Pasternak G.W., Biochem.
28) Mogil J. E., Grisel J. E., Zhangs G., Belknap J. K., Pharmacol., 55, 1537-1540 (1998)
Grandy D. K., Neurosci. Lett., 214, 131-134 (1996) 32) Monteillet-Agius G., Fein J., Anton B., Evans C. J., J.
29) Mandyam C. D., Thakker D. R., Christensen J. L., Comp. Neurol., 399, 373-383 (1998)
Standifer K. M., J. Pharmacol. Exp. Ther., 302, 502- 33) Yamamoto T., Shono K., Tanabe S., J. Pharmacol.
509 (2002) Exp. Ther., 318, 206-213 (2006)
30) WangH.L.,HsuC.Y., Huang P.C., Kuo Y. L., Li A. H,, 34) Grisel J. E., Mogil J. S., Belknap J. K., Grandy D. K.,

Yeh T. H., Tso A. S., Chen Y. L., J. Neurochem., 92, Neuroreport., 7,2125-2129 (1996)



